
Boscage Cowl
The deeply textured stitch pattern used in Boscage
appears to flow in an orderly diagonal mesh, but a
closer look reveals the wilder tangle of stitches run
ning underneath. The cowl is fully reversible, with
a "wrong" side like a tidilypaved cobblestone road.
It is from this hedgerow combination of straight
paths and thorny brambles that Boscage derives its
name.
Boscage's length and width lend it great versatility.
Wound twice around the head and neck, it drapes
in a lovely hood; another twist cinches it closer for
greater warmth. Boscage can also be worn looped
around the neck for a more sculptural, casual look.
Boscage uses a tubular caston and bindoff for a

professionallyfinished appearance. Resources for
the caston can be found here. The bindoff is
described inpattern.
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SIZE
Blocked dimensions are 80" x 7".
MATERIALS
Yarn:
Approx. 420 yards of worsted weight yarn.
Sample is knit in handdyed lambswool.
This knit calls for a lofty, bouncy yarn of about 10WPI

that will hold its shape against the drape of its own
weight, and would look especially well in solid and
semisolid colorways. Malabrigo (2 skeins) would work
very well.
Needles:
1 US 10.5 circular needle, 40".
2 circular needles of smaller size, 40".
It may be useful to use interchangeable circulars with a

US 10.5 needle tip on the right and a needle tip of sever
al sizes smaller on the left, in order to facilitate the slip
ping and passing over of yarn.

Notions:
1 yarn needle
1 stitch marker
2 split ring stitch markers
GAUGE
12 st and 18 rows = 4" in circular st st.
PATTERN NOTES
Boscage is cast on at the long edge with 1x1 tubu

lar caston, knit widthwise, and then cast off using a
1x1 tubular bindoff for matching edges. The con
struction makes it simple to adjust the size of the
cowl; simply knit to desired width before casting
off. Please note that the beginning of the round
shifts 2 stitches every other round.
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k: knit
p: purl
s: slip
wyib: with yarn in back
wyif: with yarn in front

kfb: knit front and
back
psso3: pass slipped
stitch over previous 3
stitches

http://www.fluffbuff.com/2006/07/tubular_caston_without_the_was_1.html


Boscage Cowli i
DIRECTIONS
Using Italian tubular cast on, cast on 240 stitches.

Place marker and join for round, making sure not
to twist.
Round 1: [k1, p1] until end of round.
Round 2: [sl 1 wyib, kfb, k1, psso3, p1] around.
Round 3: [k1, p1] until end of round, remove
marker, k1, p1, replace marker. Marker is now the
new start of round.
Repeat rounds 2 and 3 until piece measures 7"

from caston edge. End on Round 2.
Bindoff:
Round 1: [k1, p1] until end of round.
Round 2: [k1, s1 wyif] until end of round.
Round 3: [s1 wyib, p1] until end of round.
Using 2 smaller circular needles, slip first, third,

fifth, etc. stitches onto one needle, and second,
fourth, sixth, etc. stitches onto the other. The odd
numberstitch holding needle will be in front and
the evennumberstitch needle to the rear. Cut yarn,
leaving a long tail, and thread a yarn needle.

Step 1: On front needle: insert needle knitwise
into 1st stitch and purlwise into 2nd stitch; slip 1st
stitch off needle and mark with split ring stitch
marker.
Step 2: On back needle: insert needle purlwise into
1st stitch and knitwise into 2nd stitch; slip 1st
stitch off needle and mark with split ring stitch
marker.
Step 3: On front needle: insert needle knitwise
into 1st stitch and purlwise into 2nd stitch; slip 1st
stitch off needle.
Step 4: On back needle: insert needle purlwise into
1st stitch and knitwise into 2nd stitch, slip 1st
stitch off needle.
Repeat Steps 3 and 4 until only 1 stitch is
remaining on each needle. With the other ends of
the circular needles, pick up the first stitches
bound off the round (marked by split ring stitch
markers,) making sure to replace them onto their
original needles. Repeat Steps 3 and 4 once more.
FINISHING
Sew in ends. Block and lay flat to dry.
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